MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

amount of noise which they make. All chattering, all loud
laughing and talking are done by the men, who are engaged
in incessant conversation on the most futile subjects from
morning till evening, and often, when there is a moon
shining, all through the night, too, as natives enjoy the
invaluable faculty of being able to remain awake at will,
without exercising the slightest effort. In a camp women
are scarcely ever heard, unless one of them happens to have
an hysterical fit.

Black babies are as admirable as their mothers. They
are simply wonderful! Nobody who has not lived in close
proximity to them for some time can realize how noiseless
they are. Once only in twenty-five years has a black child
kept me awake during the night; and I do not know to this
day what the reason was, as I arrived after dark and left
before dawn, and never saw it.

When I once asked a Yao why black babies make so
little noise compared with white ones, he replied 'The
European father teaches his child to make plenty noise
and to break everything it touches, because, if it does not,
he thinks it is ill."

The placidity and the contentment of native as com-
pared with European babies is due, no doubt, to their close
companionship with their mother, from whom they are as
inseparable, mutatis mutandis, as little kangaroos from
theirs. During the first years of their life, they spend nearly
all their time snugly and comfortably berthed in the
'kuveleka,' the pouch formed by the cloth slung over their
mother's back. If they want to sleep, they sleep; when they
are awake there is always something interesting to see or to
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